A NEW FACE
FOR AN OLD CASE

Easily removable sticky labels offer
more flexibility in the design of bottle cases

The drinks crate, made of durable plastic, has ensured safe
and efficient transport of bottled drinks of all kinds for more than 50 years.
This invention has demonstrated that packaging sustainability and re-usability
have been around for a whife, But what if the package design no longer meets
one's needs? The labelcompetence network, consisting of Nopar international
of Bremen, Mérkische Etiketten of Berlin and Carl Hirsch of Munich - offers a
real alffernative. BREWING AND BEVEEAGE INDUSTRY INTERNATIONAL
spoke with Stefan Schmitt, Managing Director of Nopar International,
about labelcompetence, sticky [abels and their applications.

BREWING AND BEVERAGE
INDUSTRY INTERNATIONAL:
Aithough the classic drinks crate
has become less popular lately,
according to GK, it is still the most
widaly used beer-botftle packaging
and transport device. Mr. Schmitt,
what do you like about the tradi-
tional crate?

Stefan Schmitt: Wall, | think a lot
of the crate. | most appreciate
the sustainability of this packaging.
It is robust, versatile and reusable.

Permanently branded

cases are difficult or
,, impossible to adapt

to ever-changing market

conditions.”

BBIl: What are some disadvar-

tages of a permanently branded
drinks crate?

Schmitt: Permanently branded

cases are difficult or Irrl:posSane
to adapt to ever-changing

conditions. To give thisI wa?ghcgl BBII: You offer an alternative... to find and malr:b:l 19::;15;:: -
packaging a new face Is a chal- Schmitt: Yes, this aiternative is or as an event o highlig
lenge. When it W”ﬁﬁ;;‘,gjng called Tacklite Stick&Go 4.0, A Simolel SEgne sarcos
duging new b and?}f ane's corpo- unique label medium suitable ovarms. ST T
alternate versions i ded for short, medium and long- The special thing about it is the
rate I, a pmr]anmsg panb'a' icularly term crate labeling. An washable adhesive technology. Equipped
ﬂn‘pﬂnted}casalﬁh P labei can be used at the POS to with a special adhesive based
adaptable for a fresh presen miake it easier for the customsr on synthetic rubber, our adhesive
tation.
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material is 100 percent rermovable
or washable at any time and
leavas no residue.

In addition, we also offer a solution
for branded crates. So if a brewery
wants to use older crates with
outdated labels, the old branding
can be covered with Strong Tack,
a permanent adhesive label film.
Strong Tack is probably the strong-
est label film currently on the
market.

BBIl: Are these new types of
adhesive labels for beverage crales
finding acceptance by breweries
and beverage manufacturers?

Schmitt: Feadback from the in-
dustry has been quite positive, as
a matter of fact. Due our proven
success thus far, the market is
actually being stimulated by our
presence, not least at the drinktec
in Munich. You have to understand
that this technology has to capture
the minds of brand owners, buyers
and technical staff, Anyone who
has tried our system, however,
tends to return. We are now ax-
panding our activities to the whaole
of Europe.

Ore of the most popular
,, applications for our Tacklite

labals involves longer-term

use, for up to five years.”

BBII: What are some applications
for your labels?

Schmitt: As | mentioned earlier,
there are many applications.

On the one hand, large breweries
or beverage producers with marny
variaties and a very large purchase
volume stand out solely by the fact
that they can afford to decorate
their boxes individually. On the
other hand, smaller companies
that use leftover crates often do
not have the opportunity to differ-
entiate themselves from the com-
patition at the POS by designing
their own or branding the crate.
This is where Tacklite Stick & Go
comes in.
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Kegs can also have ramaovable
labuls applied.
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Stafan Schmitt, Managing Director of
Nopar international, one of three firms
it the [abelcompetence network

BBII: Are there technical chal-
lenges in printing the labels? Can
every design idea be implemented?

Schmitt: Basically, yes. Let me
illustrate this with some existing
printing techniques. For example,
with engraving, our medium can
b used without any concerns.
The surface is equipped with a
dye-receiving layer, which is 100
percent compatible. With intaglio
prirting, it only mekes sense to
place very large orders, otherwise
it's not worth the cost. The most
common variant is HD flexo print-
ing. Flexo printing has caught up
with incredible quality in recent
years, HD flexo printing represents
the lion's share of label production
in this sector.

Screan printing is also still in the
running, especially whan it comes
to incorporating more unusual
design alements, such as reliefs,
structures or embossad prints.
This is 2 more expensive option,
but, depending on the application,
it shouild not ba ignorad.

Since we offer our labal films not
only by the roll but also as sheets,
UV offset printing is also an option,
So if the required quantities are
nat enough to justify the cost

of HD Flexo printing, offset printing
can be used.

Last, but not least, there is the
extremely ambitious digital printing
option. Again, it is possible to work
with all existing systems - U\-
curing systems, for example.
Digital printing enables prototype
production as well as printing in
smaller batches, Printing systems
based on toner-based printers

or indiga will soon be added

io the Tacklite palette.

BBII: Could you give an example
of an application using adhesive
labels for crates?

Schmitt: One of the most popular
applications for our Tacklite labelg
Involves longar-term use, for up
to five years. We've worked with g
large-scala brewing conglomerate
for many years. Tha crates usad
by this consortium have labeling
surfaces on all four sides, either
rectangular or round, Where the
labels are affixed, they are pro-
tected by a peripheral edge so they
don't peel off under the pressure
of cleaning nozzles in the brawer-
les’ washing systems.

The advantage is that this enter-
prise can re-label individual brands
as the corporate design changes,
drastically reducing its investmeant
(new labels instead of new cratas),

More impertant is that damaged
crate labels can be readily re-
placed, making them more atirac-
tive. We're all familiar with the
problem of beverage crate presen-
tation at the point of purchase due
to repeated use, rough handling
by the logistics firm, by the con-
sumer or in the shop. The con-
sumer usually prefers a presentable
crate to an unsightly one,

The consumear usually
, , prefars a presentable

crate to an unsightly one.”

BBII: If the labels are affixed
for a longer peniod, aren't there
problems with removal?

Schmitt: No, absolutely not. This
type of adhesive has been in use
for many years in the automotive
seclor as a transport protection
film. | was introduced to this appli-
cation with a former employer.

It's always important to have the
right composition of Tacklite media.
Adhesive and film form a unit with

Claseup of the appiication procedure



the dye-receiving layer. Further
processing during the printing
phase and final finishing with Uy
protective lacquers - better yet:
UN-inhibiting PET laminate films -
adds further value, making our
product unique and safe,

breweries can now label
their barrels with Tackiite,
as they can be produced
in small batches."

, Even smaller craft

BBII: s the use limited to bever-
age crates or is if also possible

to label barrels and thus extend
corporate branding to these larger
containers?

Schmitt: Yes, labeling of barrels
has already been done with Tack-
fite. The long strips can be easily
removed before washing the
barrels, g0 that nothing stands in
the way of further aseptic cleaning.
Even smaller craft breweries can
now label their barrels with Tacklite,
as they can be produced in small
batches.

Schematic image of the Tackiite achesive fifm

BBII; Which cormpanies are behind
“Ylabelcompetence™? What syner-
gies are used in this network?

Schmitt: If we want to start from
the outset of the process, | have
to mention our own company first:
Mopar International of Bremen.
We make the films and also like
to be involved in coordinating
target markets with our partners.

Mérkische Etiketten of Berlin

i5 our very reliable printing partner,
offering top-guality services. To-
gether, we have developed easily
remavable labels. By applying

a so-called glue neutralization

Tackite 4.0 sdhisie lnyer |

rojonss liner with presel |
relentq valun [sficen layer]

process, the adhesion of washable
labels on the crate can be oon-
trolled more precisely. The Carl
Hirsch company of Munich is
responsible for [ogistics. In other
words, application of labels onto
crates or label-bands anto barrels
using appropriate machine tech-
nology. The company already
delivars a wide selection of prod-
ucts to the beverage industry, such
a3 bottles, packaging, sleeves and
much more - for both small and
larger enterprises.

BBII: Many thanks for the infervies.
{brm) o



